
 

 

   

 

NDSA-19-2526 

 

A Resolution in Opposition to the Compact of Academic 

Excellence in Higher Education 

 

1

WHEREAS, the North Dakota Student Association (NDSA) represents the voice of North 

Dakota’s 45,000 public college and university students; and,  

 

2

WHEREAS, the purpose of NDSA is to represent all students enrolled in the North Dakota 

University System (NDUS) and advocate on issues of higher education in support of access, 

affordability, quality, and the student experience; and, 

 

3

WHEREAS, on October 1, 2025, letters were sent by the Department of Education to nine 

major universities in which preferential funding opportunities were offered to the institutions 

that agreed to sign the compact of academic excellence in higher education and agree to all 

of its terms; and,  

 

4

WHEREAS, some of the terms and conditions included in the compact include: mandated 

standardized testing, elimination of diversity, equity, and inclusion in admissions practices, 

insistence on institutional neutrality that includes bans on any statements that are of a 

political or social nature, strict, binary definitions of gender that are limited to reproductive 

organs and biological processes, and imposed restrictions to international student 

admissions; and, 

 

5

WHEREAS, the terms listed in the compact are in direct opposition to various NDUS and 

NDSA initiatives including diversity waivers, multicultural spaces on campus, participation in 

various campus groups of a political or social nature, and academic freedom; and, 

 

6

WHEREAS, upon agreement to the compact, failure to adhere to the compact could result in 

federal funding and benefits losses for at least two years; and, 

 

7

WHEREAS, a compact of this nature sets a dangerous precedence for significant government 

overreach, relinquished institutional governance and administrative control, and conditional 

support, protections, and funding that will weaken the stability and sustainability of higher 

education; so,  

 

1

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that to maintain the autonomy and values of higher 

education inclusion and accessibility, shared governance, and academic freedom, the North 

Dakota Student Association opposes the compact of Academic Excellence in Higher 

Education. 

 

 

Approved by the North Dakota Student Association General Assembly  

Saturday, February 21st, 2026 

 

 

 

 


